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My memories are a safer place to walk because you
are in them,

and the present is brighter because you are in it,
and the future nolds less fear because you will
be there.

Happy pirthday, friend <3

- Holly










Matty,

A thing T'11 always remember: riding with you on the
subway over the bridge to Brooklyn, you didn’t think
twice pefore stopping to help someone I absolutely
would have followed my New Yorker instinet to avoid.
It wasn’t just your kindness that has stuck with me,
but your determination to help, your refusal to make
assumptions or to look away. Welcome to your thirties,
man. I'm so proud of you. One day I'm gonna see you
again at a Mountain Goats show and hug you so hard.

<3 Melanie






I met Matthew in person for the first time on April 15,
2016. I knew his twitter presence way before that. It’s
hard to believe I've known him for 6 or 7 years! We, of
course, bonded over love of the Goats. In fact we met

at a concert in, I believe, Hershey, FA, for a tMG show.
This would not be the only tMG show I saw Matthew at.
So after we screamed lyrics and danced and hugged each
other for a few hours straight, JD stayed around at

the end of the show. I get nervous to meet famous or
semi-famous people I admire. I say the most ridiculous
things (One time I told Al Gore "I'M THE PICTURE LADY”).
S0 anyways Matthew managed to persuade me to get my
poster signed and meet JD, with a little nhelp from Scott.
I was a little tongue tied but I survived the experience
and I am so glad I did! Thank you for the encouragement,
Matthew! I love you to pieces!

- Heidi













This is a super strange and stresstul time. I wish your
birthday was under better circumstances but I'm glad
you're here. I always enjoy hearing about what loot
you found from an old CD to a Pokemon gaming guide
from the 1990s. If it’s standing thisclose to the sage at
TMG concert and waving your hands at high speeds or
something plant related you find the joy in life. Happy
Birthday and I'm glad to know you and hope we can get
the gang vack together soon for something when the
world is less.. in shambles.

-@rxbun






I don’t remember when I first met Matty, to be totally
honest. But I don’t feel bad about it because when I see
Matty at a Mountain Goats show (or a Hot at Nights show
or s0lo show or a what-the-fuck-ever show because he’s

50 damn sweet and supportive) I feel like I've known him
for a million years. My kids have worn temporary wizard
tattoos that Matty has given us. My wife knows exactly
whno he is and always smiles when I mention nim. I cherish
all the incredible notes and Christmas cards and bus-
side chats. He's a walking, talking, smiling safe space and
I wish more people in the world were like Matty. I hope
it’s an incredible birthday in a very un-incredible year.
My Mountain Goats family and my Douglas family are
always here for you. X0xo

- Matt Douglas
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